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“Tactical Notes” is the Newsletter of  the 
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We appreciate your taking the time to read 

this little newsletter.  We’d appreciate it even 

more if  you would write something. Yes, I 

am talking to you!
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Editor’s Note

President’s Page
By Stu Cox

 MMCL Members,

MMCL regular Monthly meeting is this 
! ursday Night, April 18, at 7pm.  

Bring any show and tell model items “in 
progress or # nished” that you have available.    
Variety would be nice!   We will also have a 
regular monthly ra%  e.   

Plus, we will be exactly one month away from 
our contest and show on May 18th.    So please 
plan to attend!

President Stu(g)

Greetings MMCL,

First, I want to thank those who responded to my call for 
articles, particularly Lee Fogel, Je&  Groves and Jim Bates.  
Because of them we’ll have a May issue.  Now, the rest of 
you need to step up.  I see a bunch of building out there.  I 
don’t see a buch of articles.  Why?  Anyone can write one.  
Step up for the good of the club.

Speaking of the club our contest is one month away.  Please 
show up, enter and volunteer to help.  ! is is a great time, 
so come and partcipate.

! e month’s meeting will be show and tell focused, so bring 
what you are working on.  We’d all love to see it, and, I’d 
love an article on it.
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Dayton Contest Photos

Your Editor had planned to attend the Dayton show.  However, life is coming at me fast lately.  
Nothing to really complain about, but just things that are getting in the way of modeling.  How-
ever, Je&  “Inch High” Groves came to my resuce by supplying these photos from the show.  I hope 
you enjoy them.
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Hasegawa 1/72 M-24 Chaffee
By Lee Fogel

! is little gem came to me and my oldest 
son as a started kit from a friend of mine. 
! e road wheels had been assembled but 
not glued on. ! e turret halves were glued 
together and the barrel glued into place. 
After initially showing some interest and 
poking around on it a bit, my oldest boy 
set it aside and had done nothing with it. 
We cleaned up his model desk recently and 
he handed it to me and said ‘You should 
build it. I want to build a bigger tank.’ So, 
we found him a Dragon 1/35 Sherman 
tank at Wrightcon and this became mine.

Having not built any 1/72 scale armor in decades, I was unsure what and where to start on this one. 
Recently I have had a bunch of stu&  on the workbench that requires some ‘start and stop’ waiting to 
get them done. So I pulled this little kit out as ‘# ller’ for those times where I needed to wait for stu&  
to dry or set. 

Detail is awfully good on this model especially considering how old it is. ! e # t is good  all-around 
with a minimum of seams to clean up/# ll. I assembled the lower hull and took care to make sure 
that the road wheels all lined up straight. A few of them needed the mounting holes cleaned up a 
bit as the # t was a bit too tight. ! ere were a few various small parts that were glued on at this time. 
I left the one-piece vinyl tracks and side skirts o&  until painting and weathering were done. Turning 
my attention to the upper hull, I painted the inside of the turret Testors Flat White. ! e seams on 
the turret were cleaned up and the 
remaining small parts added to the 
upper hull and turret. Take extra care 
on the .50 caliber gun mount as the 
legs are very fragile. One of mine 
broke o&  and it took some crazy 
skills with a toothpick and tweezers 
to get it all # xed and adjusted 
properly! 
At this point I glued the upper and 
lower hulls together and prepped the 
tank for paint. I used Model Master 
Olive Drab straight out of the rattle 
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can. Once this had dried I then used Vallejo NATO Black for the rubber on the road wheels. ! e 
hull and turret were then given a coat of Testors Glosscote. ! e decals were old and much wrinkled 
and had discolored. I trimmed the carrier # lm away from them (as it was thick). I placed them in a 
Zip-Loc bag and hung them in the window for ten days to bleach them. Once this was done I then 
coated the decals with Microscale Liquid Decal Film. After letting the decals sit for 24 hours I went 
ahead and applied them. Sure enough, about half of them splintered in some fashion. However, I 
was able to save them by carefully reassembling the damaged decals. 

With the decals in place, I began weathering the tank. I added a # lter and wash using various 
products. I like to use AK Interactive’s light green # lter over an OD # nish as, once blended it, 
helps smaller details to ‘pop’ a bit more than using a medium green color. After this was done I 
used various shades of green, brown and tan Oilbrushers to create a pin wash. ! is adds layers and 
depth to the OD paint for a weathered look. Following this, I then used Vallejo and AMMO mud 
products to the lower chassis and front/rear sections of the lower hull. ! e .50 caliber gun was 
painted with a mixture of Vallejo NATO Black and Steel.
Turning to the two # gures, I left the commander # gure as-is. However, I wanted to pose the 2nd 
# gure standing next to the turret and pointing at something while the commander looked with 
him. I cut up the right leg, using extra plastic to # ll in the knee and buttocks areas a bit. After this 
was done I painted the # gures with Vallejo and AMMO by Mig colors and used Andrea paints for 
the * esh areas.

Overall, I am pleased with how this kit turned out. ! e details are good and the model, when 
completed, looks the part. 1/72 scale armor can be fun…give it a try!
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 Burma Road 1943–44: Stilwell’s assault on Myitkyina Osprey 
Campaign 289
By Jon Diamond, Illustrated by Peter Dennis
Series: Campaign Book 289
Paperback, 96 pages
Publisher: Osprey Publishing January 2016
Language: English
ISBN-10: 1472811259
ISBN-13: 978-1472811257
Dimensions: 7.2 x 0.3 x 9.9 inches
Review by Je!  “Inch High” Groves

Another volume in Osprey’s well known and extremely successful Campaign Series, Burma Road 
1943-44 follows the established format.  ! e book is broken up into sections # rst detailing the 
commanders, forces, and plans, then describing the campaign itself and the aftermath.  ! e book 
is well illustrated with maps and beautiful two page color paintings by artist Peter Dennis.  Color 
maps are a vital feature, and are used to illustrate opposing troop movements and the battles 
progressed.

During the Second World War China received a meager proportion of American aid when 
compared with other Allied nations.  Part of this was due to the divided political nature of the 
Chinese war e& ort, part of it was due to the entire Paci# c ! eater being viewed as a lesser priority.  
A more practical reason was the fact that the 
Japanese controlled all the useable ports along 
the coast making supply from the sea impossible.  
E& orts to form an air bridge were only possible 
over harshest terrain and were subject to 
aggressive Japanese # ghter interception, and these 
e& orts could only provide a small portion of the 
tonnage required.

! is book tells the story of the campaign to open 
the Ledo road through Burma, vital for Western 
e& orts to provide material aid to the Chinese 
# ghting against the IJA on the mainland.  ! e 
book mainly focuses on the American e& orts, 
although there is some detail on the British and 
Chinese contributions to the campaign.  I was 
particularly interested in the Chinese-American 
armored unit formed on the M3 Stuart, and 
the use of American Nisei as signal intercept 
technicians.
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Financial Report
By Rich Guetig
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